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Welcome! 

 

On behalf of the Nantwich Choral Society may I welcome you to our 41st annual Family 
Christmas Carol Concert here in the magnificent St Mary’s Church, Nantwich.  We hope 
not only that you will enjoy listening to new and traditional carols but that you will also 
join in singing the well-known favourites. 

We welcome too the much accomplished children’s choir, Nantwich Young Voices and 
their conductor Victoria Palethorpe.  This year we have a specially commissioned new 
carol for them to sing, ‘Kings Came Riding’.  It is an adaptation of three poems by Charles 
Williams, Heinrich Heine and Bishop Lancelot Andrews set to music by Andrew Mildinhall, 
formerly the accompanist for the Nantwich Choral Society. 

In addition to our carol concert each year we perform three other major concerts, we 
offer an educational singing-day workshop and invite any and all singers to join us for our 
‘Come and Sing’. 

Last season we celebrated the magnificent achievement of reaching our 40th anniversary 
year and in celebration opened the season by singing the much loved Handel’s ‘Messiah’ 
accompanied by period orchestra.  In Holy week we performed JS Bach’s ‘St Matthew 
Passion’  in Chester Cathedral, for which we received Arts Council funding to stage the 
two choirs, two orchestras, the continuo group and six principal soloists. In the summer 
we returned to St Mary’s and had a change of tempo with Puccini's setting of the Mass, 
his ‘Messe di Gloria’ together with some well-known opera choruses and duets.   

So many choristers ‘Came to Sing’ Karl Jenkins’ ‘The Armed Man’ that the choir filled the 
nave and the audience listened from the chancel.  Singers who came to the workshop in 
Malpas church enjoyed a ‘master class’ exploring English Church Music. 

This season we have just performed Handel’s oratorio, ’Israel in Egypt’, at one time 
performed more often than his better known  ‘Messiah’, an ambitious concert inviting six 
soloists and a large period  orchestra to accompany us.  

For our spring concert you will find us in Nantwich Civic Hall on March 23rd, a Sunday 
afternoon concert, to sing Elgar’s choral songs, the ‘Bavarian Highlands’ and Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor’s ‘Hiawatha's Wedding Feast’.  The season will round off with 
contemporary choral music in the summer on Saturday June 28th. 

It is under the inspirational guiding baton of John Naylor, our music director, together 
with our accomplished accompanist Simon Russell that we have become one of the North 
West’s leading choral societies.  We strive to keep the choral tradition alive by singing 
great choral works and by having a varied and expanding repertoire of music, some 
familiar and some less so.  We enjoy a fine choral reputation and excellent critique of our 
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performances in Nantwich, the wider Cheshire area and in Chester Cathedral.  Long may 
we continue to do so. 

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of legacies, sponsorships, grants and donations 
which help us to maintain and develop our musical standards and above all, we thank our 
audiences for their continuing support and we look forward to more enjoyable music 
making in 2014. 

Elizabeth Lea 
Chairman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Draw 
 

There is an opportunity to support the activities of Nantwich Choral Society by buying 
tickets for a chance to win the excellent prizes in our Christmas Raffle which will be 
drawn in the Parish Hall during the interval. The names of winners will be announced 
during the concert and they are invited to collect their prizes at the end of the evening. 
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Choir Torches John Joubert 
 
Choir Once in Royal David’s City 

 
Once in Royal David’s City 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid a baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

All He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable 
And his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 
 

 Not in that poor lowly stable 
With the oxen standing by 
We shall see him, but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

 
 
Choir Nativity Carol John Rutter 
 
 Ding Dong! Merrily on high French, arr. Charles Wood 
 
Nantwich Young Voices 

Shepherd boy and Gloria from 'A Place to Stay'  Sheila Davies 
 

 Kuyimba from 'Children of the World'  Mary Green and Julie Stanley 
 
 Jingle Bells  trad, arr. Lin Marsh 
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Choir Sir Christèmas William Mathias 
 
 
All Silent Night 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight,: 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia 
Christ the saviour is born. 
Christ the saviour is born 

 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus Lord, at thy birth. 

 
 
Choir A maiden most gentle Andrew Carter 
 
 
Choirs Kings came riding Andrew Mildinhall 

First performance: Commissioned by Nantwich Choral Society for this concert 
 
 Kings came riding 

One, two and three, 
Over the desert  
And over the sea 
 
One in a ship 
With a silver mast;  
The fishermen wondered  
As he went past. 
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One on a horse  
With a saddle of gold;  
The children came running 
To behold. 
 
One came walking 
Over the sand, 
With a casket of treasure 
Held in his hand. 
 
All the people  
Said ‘Where go they?’  
But the kings went forward  
All through the day. 
 
Night came on  
As those kings went by; 
They shone like the gleaming  
Stars in the Sky 

[Charles Williams] 
 
‘Dear children’ they asked in every town 
Three kings from the land of the sun, 
‘Which is the road to Bethlehem?’ 
But neither the old nor the young 
 
Could tell, and the kings rode on; 
Their guide was a star in the air 
Of gold, which glittered ahead of them 
So clear, so clear. 
 
The star stood still over Joseph’s house. 
They all of them stepped in; 
The good ox lowed and the little child cried 
And the kings began to sing. 

[Heinrich Heine, tr. Geoffrey Grigson] 
 
‘A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.’ 

[Bishop Lancelot Andrews] 
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All As with gladness men of old 
 

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 

As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore; 
So may we, with willing feet, 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 
 
In the heav’nly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun which goes not down: 
There forever may we sing 
Alleluyas to our King. 
 
 
 

INTERVAL 
 

Refreshments will be served by the Scouts in the Parish Hall. 
 

The draw for the Christmas Raffle will take place. 
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All Joy to the world Lowell Mason, arr. John Rutter 
 
 Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n , and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

 
Choir What sweeter music words Robert Herrick, music John Rutter 
 
 
All Good King Wenceslas arr. David Willcocks 
 

Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen 
When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even. 
Brightly shone the moon that night, though the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, gathering winter fuel. 
 

Low voices Hither page and stand by me, if thou know’st it, telling, 
Yonder peasant who is he, where and what his dwelling? 

High voices Sire he lives a good league hence, underneath the mountain. 
Right against the forest fence, by St Agnes Fountain. 
 

Low voices Bring me flesh and bring me wine, bring me pine logs hither 
Thou and I will see him dine when we bear them thither. 

All Page and Monarch forth they went, forth they went together 
Through the rude wind’s wild lament and the bitter weather. 
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High voices Sire the night is darker now and the wind blows stronger 

Fails my heart, I know not how, I can go no longer. 
Low voices Mark my footsteps, good my page; tread thou in them boldly: 

Thou shalt find the winter’s rage freeze thy blood less coldly. 
 

All In his master’s steps he trod where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod which the Saint had printed. 
Therefore Christian men, be sure, wealth or rank possessing, 
Ye who now will bless the poor shall yourselves find blessing. 

 
 
Choirs Away in a manger arr. David Willcocks 
 

Star Carol John Rutter 
 
 
Choir Child in a manger Celtic arr. John Rutter 
 
 Jesus Child John Rutter  
 
All  The twelve days of Christmas arr. John Rutter  
 
 
Choir  This Christmas Night words Mary Wilson, music Malcolm Williamson 
 
 
All The First Nowell 
 

The First Nowell the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
  
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
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And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far 
To seek for a king was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both pause and stay 
Right o'er the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then entered in those wise men three 
Full rev’rently upon their knee, 
And offered there in his presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought 
And with his blood mankind has bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 

 
 
Choir  We wish you a merry Christmas  English traditional, arr. Arthur Warrell 

 
 

 
The members of Nantwich Choral Society wish all their  

Friends and Supporters a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas! 
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Nantwich Choral Society 
Honorary Members: Joy Roberts, Andrew Mildinhall, Jean Atkin 

Music Director: John Naylor 
Accompanist: Simon Russell 

 

Soprano 
Anne Barnard 
Jan Brown 
Tracey Coleman 
Glenda Colemere 
Gail Corfield 
Rita Davies 
Ann Ferguson 
Marlene Flannery 
Kay Foster 
Karen Grimwood 
Margaret Harvey 
Rosemary Jones 
Bronwyn Kelly 
Helen Kerr 
Sheila Luke 
Maire Pedder 
Rachel Pentecost 
Rachael Reeves 
Debbie Rowlands 
Doreen Sillitoe 
Barbara Waters 
Jane Whiteman 

 
Helen Bevan 
Sue Bridge 
Sue Briscoe 
Christine English 
Joyce Foster 
 

Janet Geeson 
Cynthia Gorton 
Gillian Handford 
Grace Johnston 
Lucy Kibble 
Elizabeth McCrone 
Jenny Naylor 
Steph Percy 
Eileen Robertson 
Barbara Shone 
Imogen Taylor 
Wendy Wren 
 
Alto 
Susan Cooke 
Frances Durkin 
Fiona Field 
Rachael Hendry 
Lena Hogben 
Cate Howell 
Bev Ibbotson 
Elizabeth Lea 
Geraldine Leighton 
Anne Nicol 
Lucy Roberts 
Barbara  Schultz 
Ros Wells 
Diane Wheatley 
Sarah Worth 

Julie Barker 
Shirley Burton 
Judith Dooley 
Mary Goodman 
Joy Guest 
Ester Harries 
Marian Hay 
Sue Leadbetter 
Anne Mckay 
Brenda Midgley 
Janet Miller 
Gwyneth Rollins 
Joan Shaddick 
Elizabeth Tilston 
Margaret Whitehurst 
Kathleen Willis 
 
Tenor 
Martyn Colley 
Graham Harbage 
Patrick Hay 
Wal Kaye 
Mike Moores 
Barry Munslow 
Richard Percival 
Nigel Phipps  
Nick Smith 
Philip Trinder  
 

Bill Vallance  
Joe Watson 
John Whittingham 
 
Bass 
Roger Boultbee 
Adrian Cope 
Paul Durant 
Christopher Findlay 
David Foster 
Glyn Griffiths 
Douglas Hollinshead 
David Johnston 
David Jones 
Martin Jones 
Ron Kelley 
Adrian Percy 
Ray Potts 
Anthony Powell 
Bob Pugh 
Laird Ryan 
Simon Stubington 
Ian Wells 

Committee 

OFFICERS:  Chairman: Elizabeth Lea, Vice Chairman 1: Roger Boultbee,  
Vice Chairman 2: Ian Wells, Secretary: Rosemary Jones, Treasurer: Diane Wheatley 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Minute Secretary: Rachel Pentecost, Librarian: Bob Pugh, 
Membership Secretary and Posters / Tickets: Ester Harries, Social Events: Fiona Field, 

Publicity: Sue Leadbetter, Concert Manager: Eileen Robertson 

MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL ROLES: Front of House: Joy Guest, Social Media: Lucy Roberts,  
Grants and Sponsorships: Martin Jones, Webmaster: Nick Smith,  

Ticket Revenue: Liz McCrone, Singing Days: David Jones, Public Relations: Anne Barnard,  
200 Club: David & Grace Johnston 
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Nantwich Young Voices 

Conductor: Victoria Palethorpe 
Accompanist: Rita Davies 

 
 
 

Alex Appleby  
Jennifer Appleby  
Rose Barnett 
Joe Bellingham  
Adam Coleman  
Phoebe Crewe 
Serena da Silva  
Hollie Edgeley 
Katie Edgeley  
Rachael Fairfield 
Jamie Ford  
Tom Ford 
Poppy Greenhough  

Phoebe Gregory 
Seb Gregory  
Cerys Howells  
Lucy Jones 
Emilia Malcolm 
Phoebe Marshall 
Maddie Nicholls 
Lucy Ollier 
Amelie O'Neill 
Evie Palethorpe 
Thomas Palethorpe 
Tillie Palethorpe 
Grace Porter 

Priya Robinson 
Harry Spibey 
Kitty van Cauter  
Arabella Venables 
Laura Venables  
Juliette Whittaker 
Grace Wilne 
Imogen Foden  
Alice Woodfine 
Freddy Woodfine  
Emily Woolrich  
Molly Wrigley 
 

 
 
 

Nantwich Young Voices is a non-auditioned children’s choir drawing from local Nantwich 
and Crewe schools and even further afield.  Our aim is to come along, meet new friends, 
enjoy ourselves and learn exciting and varied repertoire.  Initially started as a KS2 choir, 
we now have children starting as young as 5 and as old as 15!  The choir performs 
regularly, and very enthusiastically, within the community and has earned an enviable 
reputation over the past five years.  Annual events include our event this evening, thanks 
to Nantwich Choral Society, the Annual Family Fun Day in Nantwich, and various events 
with local churches, schools and care homes.  We like to be busy and to have lots of fun!  
We are delighted to be performing with the Choral Society once again this evening! 
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Integrated Radiological  
Services Ltd 

wishes 

NANTWICH 
CHORAL SOCIETY 

continued success with its 2013/14 
concert programme 

 
UNIT 188, CENTURY BUILDING 

TOWER STREET 
BRUNSWICK BUSINESS PARK, LIVERPOOL 

 

www.irs-limited.com 
 

http://www.irs-limited.com/
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New & Used Tractors 

Wrexham - Holmes Chapel - 
Denbigh 

Sales - Service - Parts 
 

Website: 
www.malpastractors.co.uk 

 
Online shops: 

www.malpasonline.co.uk 
www.fxforagerparts.co.uk 

HALL 
SMITH 
WHITTINGHAM 
  

Fast, friendly and effective 
professionals 

 
Tel 01270 212000 or 

01270 610300 
 
http://www.hswsolicitors.co.uk 

 
Email: law@hswsolicitors.co.uk 

 
 

SOLICITORS & 
HIGHER COURT 

ADVOCATES 
LLP 

mailto:law@hswsolicitors.co.uk
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Nantwich Choral Society – Future Concerts 

 

 
11 January 2014– St Mary’s, Nantwich 

Come and Sing: Brahms Requiem 
 
 

Sunday 23 March 2014 – Nantwich Civic Hall 
Elgar: From the Bavarian Highlands, Enigma Variations 

Coleridge Taylor: Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast 
 
 

28 June 2014 – St Mary’s Nantwich 
Contemporary Choral Music by Lauridsen, Whitacre, 

Chilcott and MacMillan 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NANTWICH 
CHORAL SOCIETY 

Please join our  

200 Club 
for a chance to win a monthly cash prize and help us to keep on 

performing adventurous concerts! 
 

For an application form, contact tonight’s Front of House team  
or visit 

www.nantwichchoral.org.uk 
or email 

ncs200club@gmail.com 

 

 
 

http://www.nantwichchoral.org.uk/
mailto:ncs200club@gmail.com

